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As we breathe, we exhale the old and the familiar,
inhale the new and the unknown.

As we breathe, we live in the present moment.

Between breaths, life renews, as does my art.
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PREFACE /

For the Lotus Pond and Stone series, | opted for a monochrome palette, moving
away from the bright colours | have often used. This shift allowed me to approach

these works from a fresh vantage, with a new spirit and frame of mind.

What is the lotus pond like in the eyes of frogs, fish and dragonflies? Imagining
this lush world from its inhabitants’” perspective, | could interpret this familiar

theme anew.

| wanted works in the Lotus Pond series to visualise beauty in the most direct,
unadulterated way. | interpreted lotus flowers as minimalist forms; stalks as

thick, sturdy, unembellished strokes. Breaking away from the dependence on
representational forms was a very difficult thing to do; accompanying the constant
experimentation was continual self-negation. To arrive at the outcomes | was
looking for, in such works as Between breaths, Heavenly script and In confidence,

| had to free my heart and hand from the reliance on traditional forms and start

again at the beginning.

| often spend time at the playground with Shukai, my two-year-old daughter.

She doesn’t seem to ever tire of the seesaw, slide and swing, and | am happy to
oblige with a nudge and a lift to help her get onto them. | hope our playground
visits will become some of her fondest childhood memories. The lotus pond’s
inhabitants must surely have what we have — playgrounds filled with fun and
memories. It was a wonderful coincidence that | could depict these games,
together with a little humour, in works like 7o catch the moon, My heart’s content

and Stargazing.



As for the Stone series, | was first inspired on a walk in the Bukit Timah nature
reserve some years ago. | chanced to see rustic, unrefined granite rocks that stood
with an imposing, dignified spirit amid the greenery. | thought they were like
hermits, reclusive from the material world. They seemed to emit a cool quietness,
an air of indifference.

An art critic once wrote: van Gogh's paintings created in Arles emit the aroma
of wheat fields, while Monet’s lily ponds, with ripples burbling, breathe a damp,
mossy scent.

What scent should a painting of stone have?

| pondered for a long time over how | should depict these large, inert stones.
Eventually, | attempted to paint them as pitch-black, aloof silhouettes standing
amid the wilderness. To enrich the layers, | used a charcoal-like pigment
together with Chinese ink. Stroke by stroke, layer upon layer, | applied the ink —
unintentionally leaving the effect of age on the stone surfaces.

The stone forms in some of the paintings were based on real ones. Others, like in
Stringless zither, were fragments of my imagination. | have no music knowledge,
but | find resonance in the Eastern Jin Dynasty poet Tao Yuanming's love for the
Chinese zither (gugin). He wrote: “If one’s heart truly knows the zither’s music,
why bother playing a stringed one?” Charmed by this line, | thought I might as well
depict a stone as a stringless zither, setting its music adrift in the world.

Tay Bak Chiang
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LOTUS POND

Chinese ink
and pigments

on rice paper



Soundless rain JJH¥) T =
97 x 102 cm
2009
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Life in monochrome ¢, 1¢,
97 x 97 cm x 3
2008
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Stargazing Y| 2
97 x 97 cm
2008

A chance meeting 1& il

97 x 100 cm
2009
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The sound of silence U7 1#
45 x 45 cm
2008
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A scented life (518
45 x 45 cm
2008
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Raindrop ¥
97 x 100 cm
2009
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In the mood for love # G 1£
97 x 97 cm
2009

Amazing grace #5481/ \

97 x 97 cm
2009
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Budding #1242
97 x 88 cm
2009
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To catch the moon 5 A
97 x 97 cm
2009









Between breaths -3 27 |a]
49 x 200 cm
2009
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In confidence 151515
97 x 97 cm
2009
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My heart’s content /~ 71 < F-
97 x 185 cm
2009
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Heartstrings | & Il /352 1 &I
200 x 49 cm
2009
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Heavenly script | X35 |
200 x 49 cm
2009
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Heavenly script Il & lIl <35 11 & Il
200 x 49 cm x 2
2009
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Starry night £ 1%
97 x 97 cm
2009
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Peekaboo 41
49 x 200 cm
2009
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/ STONE

Chinese ink
and pigments

on rice paper



Nature’s secret &4/,
110 x 160 cm
2009
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Utopia KHMNK
122 x 122 cm
2009

Aerial ladder 7= %%
200 x 49 cm
2009
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Stringless zither 75 9% %
97 x 133 cm
2009
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Jade &%
122 x 122 cm
2009
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Cloud 9 1 E
97 x 180 cm
2009
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Still 2040 )
122 x 122 cm
2009
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/ SMALL WORKS

Chinese ink
and pigments

on rice paper



Po jian shi K &7 =X
138 x 23 cm

2008
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And the clouds parted F91d K & 7 i b Itis . 2T
60 x 60 cm 60 x 60 cm
2009 2009
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Nonchalance 750 =2 18
60 x 60 cm

2009
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Reclusive /)\f2
60 x 60 cm
2009
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Riding the clouds ¥ 7=
60 x 60 cm
2009
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Fleeting 5 &
60 x 60 cm
2009
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Propitious 2 5. Z< 3K
60 x 60 cm
2009
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Solitude 11 1B L Feng qing yang M)& 1%
60 x 60 cm 138 x23cm x 4

2009 2008
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Implicit beauty /K TCH&
60 x 60 cm
2009
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